Bryan Berns

ECE 350-1

Interview Notes
305 Words

February 9, 2004

School Related:
· Reason for specializing in electromagnetic fields and waves?  Foresaw the growing importance of wireless technology in the industry.  Interesting to know how waves interact with environment.

· Why computer science as double?  It’s the way the UW works.  Wanted to have an engineer’s approach and a computer scientist’s procedure.
· Why computer engineering classes?  Can’t understand software or hardware fully without knowing how the other works.  Knowing how both work allow me to make a better decision when hardware/software to supplement software/hardware.
School Projects:
· ECE 554: Design processor at hardware level.  In mini-project: completely learned Verilog language and designed project in half the time and more efficiently than the teammates, who knew the language and worked as a group.
· ECE 552: Designed most efficient and least expensive processor.

Work Related:
· Why work for campus?  Wanted to have a direct impact on the college to improve it.  Foresight: very beneficial to have an office and own computer as an engineer/computer scientist.

· Became the go-to due to relatively broad, yet vivid understanding of environment.
· Went out of way to make sure professors (i.e. clients) where satisfied with our service.
· What’d you do at ShopKo?  Was hired due to stamina and ambition (didn’t know much about computers).  Soon became a valued ‘technical’ person and was given  ‘fulltime worker’ projects.  Even as a teenager was forthcoming enough say something could be done, despite what other workers believed.

Work Projects:
· Computer Aided Engineering: When arrived, ‘downtime’ was over 4 days with four people and took many weeks to discover missed tasks.  Now everything is reliability automated and takes only one day with one or two people.

· ShopKo Stores: Developed solutions to be implemented in very inaccessible machines around the country.  

Other Interests:

· Racquetball

· Psychology

· Educational theory

