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1. Are humans rational in the sense meant by Descartes?

Roughly put, Descartes believed the human as a whole was not rational.   However, he thought that the human soul was purely rational.  Conflict occurred when the body does not ‘concur’ with the soul.   (Pages 25 – 31,  Pioneers of Psychology).
2. What implications does the mind-body problem have for an understanding of human nature?

If we consider the mind to be the source of human nature then there is no direct inferable method by which it can be ‘queried’.  Since the body is a lossy or variable medium for the intentions of the mind, nothing can be distinctly and clearly said about truths of human nature.  (Pages 28 – 35,  Pioneers of Psychology).

In psychology, the separation of body and mind is still a major topic.  Is our human nature intrinsic to biology or culture? Or does it derive its structure from some type of innate programming?  
