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Why did Marx believe capitalism would eventually disappear?
Marx believed capitalism was something like a downward spiral.  Given its “laws of motion”, capitalism resulted in a sequence of price-value counter-play that occurred simultaneous throughout industry.  When everyone thought they were getting ahead, everyone else did as well.  Labor workers were unhappy, as they were being worked more hours than ‘required’ to sustain themselves, only then to be even more undervalued by the introduction of machinery enhancements.  In such a system, Marx saw no net gain. “Each renewal leads to the same ending: competition for workers; higher wages; labor-displacing machinery; a smaller base for surplus; still more frenzied competition; another crisis – work than the preceding one”.  (The Worldly Philosophers, Page 160).
Was Marx right in thinking economics was the most important force in history?
Marx believed economics was the ground layer for society.  He professed that all aspects of society where manifestations of society (religion, government) manifests on the economics.  He claimed economics was derivative the human need to sustain.  (Something like a Freudian determinant of basic human desires). I believe this is very arguable.  If we focus on other such historical influences such as religious rebellions, most of the events can be blamed on an economic instability with manifested itself in the religious sector of society.  Many historically ‘mellow’ periods of time are consistent with times of economic stability.  Corollary, such events as World War II are foreshadowed by economic stability in Germany.  
